


























Court 

ofjustice 







































































— 

Contents 



Introduction 


Structure 


Judicial System 


Judge 

Administrative Organization of the 
Court of Justice 


Office of the Judiciary 


InformationTechnology Development 
to Digital Court 

Court of Justice and Development 
for International Change 

Benefits that People Receive from the 
Court of Justice’s Independence 

Organizational Chart of the Court 
of Justice 


Organizational Chart of the Office 
of the Judiciary 




























































Court of Justice 































































Court of Justice 


8 


Introduction 


In the midst of human interactions in 
society, conflicts usually arise and occur. 
To solve problems and create peace, an 
“intermediary” or “central organization” 
is formed to consider trials righteously. The 
“court” is then regarded as an “organization” 
that has held power, duty and role since 
antiquity and gradually become more 
significant along human civilization. 

The Thai court and law have been 
systematically evolved since Sukhothai 
kingdom. At that time, “Phor Khun” or 
city ruler acted as the judge to arbitrate trials 
by himself. Later in Ayutthaya kingdom, 
cities and population were expanded and 
more complex. The arbitration of trials was 
therefore developed to be clearer and more 
circumspect. The “Dharma Shastra,” a 
treatise based on Hinduism, was applied 
as the primary legislation, together with 
“mores” or traditional customs, including 
“Dhammasattham,” the law declared by 
the King as guideline in order to adjudicate 
disputes with just. The King also adjudicated 
cases by himself. 



The Law of Three Seals 

is the significant foundation of 

the national administration system. 








The Thai court and law as such had been carried out until the early Rattanakosin 
period where they were revised to be more concise, comprehensive and detailed. During 
the reign of King Phra Buddha Yodfah (Rama I), His Majesty royally commanded to 
review old laws and regulate new ones generally known as “The Law of Three Seals” 
to suit that period. There was also the establishment of official courts to adjudicate 
cases properly. 
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1. King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) 

2. Sketch of the Court of Justice building 
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As time passed by, the growth of 
trades between Siam and other countries, 
especially western ones, had been 
expanded continually. This required 
Siam to change and adjust management 
systems to be more modern. In the reign 
of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), 
His Majesty realized an importance of 
reforming the Thai court and law to be 
in line with the international standards. 
He deliberately set out to reorganize and 
categorize regulations, especially courts 
which were scattered in several offices. 
As appeared in his Royal Speech on the 
explanation of national governance, 



. .Justice in Thailand could be compared as a ship eaten by wood weevils or 
termites, plugged only at the leak, not other parts. When time passed, the ship 
was totally worn out. Therefore this is the time to set up a new pole so that this 
ship could be forever.” 












Accordingly, on the 100 th Anniversary of Rattanakosin, in Year 100 of the 
Rattanakosin Era which is on April 21, 1882 (B.E. 2425), King Chulalongkorn lays 
the foundation stone for the Court of Justice building (the present Supreme Court 
building at Sanam Luang) constructed to adjudicate disputes systematically. His 
Majesty also commanded to inscribe his royal remark on the silver sheet “Hiranyabat” 
to express his Royal Policy appointing the court to act as the main institute to 
adjudicate disputes with justice. Later, in Year 110 of the Rattanakosin Era which is on 
March 25, 1891 (B.E. 2434), King Chulalongkorn had a Royal Edict to formally 
establish Ministry of Justice and reorganize Thai legal system and courts to be in line 
with international standard, having Prince of Ratchaburi as the key actor. The reform 
was proceeded until “The Penal Code for the Kingdom of Siam R.S. 127 (B.E. 2451, 
A.D. 1908)” comprising a provision of 340 Sections was eventually legislated as the 
first penal code of Siam with western standards. 





















The Court of Justice building 
after the clock tower 
was pulled down 


In the meantime, the court was divided into three 
levels. The “Supreme Court” is the highest court 
directly responsible for the King. The “Bangkok Court 
of Justice” consisting of Court of Appeal, Criminal 
Court, Civil Court, Foreign Court and Municipal 
Court (Kwaeng Court), all of which had authority 
under Ministry of Justice to adjudicate disputes 
in Bangkok. The “Provincial Court” adjudicated 
disputes in each province subordinated to Ministry 
of Justice. This reform united the Thai Court systems 
across the country and clearly separated the Judiciary 
from the Executive. 

In remembrance of King Chulalongkorn for 
his grace and benevolence, the Court of Justice 
has announced every 21 st April as the Court of 
Justice Day. 













After absolute monarchy had been changed to constitutional monarchy in 1932 
(B.E. 2475), the system of Thai court was restructured. In B.E. 2478, the “Law for 
the Organization of the Courts of Justice” was promulgated and divided into two 
parts: administration and adjudication. The Minister of Justice was responsible for 
administrative work whereas the Judiciary was responsible for adjudication. By then, 
the Court of Justice was still authorized by Ministry of Justice. Until the Constitution 
of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 (1997) had been promulgated, the Court of 
Justice was separated from Ministry of Justice, having an independent administrative 
organization and Secretary-General of the Office of the Judiciary as the top administrator 
directly subordinated to the President of the Supreme Court. 

At the same time, the “Act on Judicial Administration of the Courts of Justice 
B.E. 2543 (2000),” Section 5, declared the Office of the Judiciary as an independent 
official organization having a status of a juristic person, effective from August 20, 2000 
(B.E. 2543). Accordingly, the Court of Justice has been entirely split from Ministry 
of Justice ever since. 
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Nowadays, the structure of the Court of Justice is divided into two parts: 
adjudication and administration which supports each other to make judicial authority 
the most beneficial for people. 

Adjudication: The law of Thailand legislates a process of adjudication to be 
proceeded with justice according to the rule of law and in the name of His Majesty 
the King. Consequently, the Court of Justice has the power to try and adjudicate all 
disputes namely, civil, criminal bankruptcy and all cases which the Constitution or 
laws legislate to be within jurisdiction of other courts: Constitutional, Administrative 
and Military Court, have power to try and adjudicate merely particular cases that fall 
under their jurisdictions. 

Administration: The “Office of the Judiciary” operates the Court of Justice’s 
administrative works such as annual budget, financial management, supply, personnel 
management, building management, academic affair and judicial support. These 
works are important and supportive to the judiciary in terms of helping it progress 
systematically and effectively with excellence in justice. 


The new Court of 
Justice building 
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According to Chapter 10: The Courts, Part 2: “The Court of Justice” in the 
Constitution of the Kingdom ofThailand B.E. 2560 (2017), Section 194, “The Court 
of Justice has the power to try and adjudicate all cases except those specified, 
by the Constitution or the law, to be within the jurisdiction of other Courts.” 
In Section 196, it also indicates that “Personnel administration relating to judges of 
the Court of Justice shall be independent, and shall be undertaken by the Judicial 
Commission of the Court of Justice consisting of the President of the Supreme 
Court as Chairperson, and qualified members who are judges and justices of each 
level of the Court, and not more than two qualified persons who are not or have 
never been a judge or justice elected by the judiciaries, as provided by law.” 

For all this time, the Court of Justice has continually developed to better deliver 
and render justice and adjudicating effectively. This can be seen from an increase of 
courts, the establishment of new divisions to adjudicate special type of cases in courts, 
the establishment of Specialized Courts, including an application of systems on case 
management and new technologies to increase efficiency and reduce expenses and cost 
in court proceeding. Furthermore, the development comprises a hearing of a continue 
and complete quorum system, and the encouragement for alternative dispute resolution 
methods, apart from the traditional process of adjudication, such as mediation and 
arbitration to settle civil cases with justice. With this respect, the system of Court of 
Justice is divided into three tiers: the Courts of First instance, the Courts of Appeal 
and the Supreme Court. 

The Courts of First Instance are the courts which receive a plaint or a motion 
in the preliminary proceeding. The plaintiff who wishes to exercise his/her right 
to make a case needs to file a complaint at this court. Cases tried in the Courts of 
First Instance can be divided into civil, consumer, environment, tourist, labor, tax, 
bankruptcy, juvenile and family intellectual property and international trade and 
criminal cases. Following the trial, these Courts are the first Courts that render judgment. 
Additionally the Courts also have the authority to perform some proceedings on 
behalf of the Courts of Appeal and the Supreme Court. The Courts of First Instance 
are further sub-divided for adjudication as follows: 
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1. Criminal Court 

2. Civil Court 

3. Regional Labor Courts 


1. The Courts of First Instance try and adjudicate civil and criminal cases in 
Bangkok Metropolitan which are divided into two groups. The group of Civil Courts 
includes Civil Court, Bangkok South Civil Court, Thon Buri Civil Court, Min Buri Civil 
Court, Phra Khanong Civil Court andTaling Chan Civil Court. The group of Criminal Courts 
comprises Criminal Court, Bangkok South Criminal Court, Thon Buri Criminal Court, 
Min Buri Criminal Court, Phra Khanong Criminal Court andTaling Chan Criminal Court. 

2. Provincial Courts are the Courts of First Instance located in each province and 
in some districts. As enacted in the Act for the Establishment of each Provincial Courts, the 
courts have unlimited original jurisdiction in all general civil and criminal matters which 
are not within the jurisdiction of other Courts of Justice. A quorum consists of at least 
two judges and shall not comprise of more than one Junior Judge. In a province where 
there is no Kwaeng Court (Municipal Court), a quorum of Provincial Court consisting 
of one judge shall have the power to try and adjudicate cases which are under the Kwaeng 
Courts jurisdiction. 

3. Kwaeng Courts (Municipal Courts) are the Courts of First Instance with the 
primary function to try and adjudicate minor offences criminal cases and small-claims 
civil cases so that such trails and adjudication would render an expeditious and just trial 
while protecting the rights and liberties of all the relevant parties. Regarding civil cases, 
the courts have jurisdiction to oversee trials and adjudicate civil cases where the amount 
of a claim does not exceed 300,000 Baht. In criminal cases, Kwaeng Courts have authority 
and jurisdiction to oversee trials and adjudicate cases which the maximum prescribed 
penalty does not exceed three years imprisonment, or a fine not exceeding 60,000 Baht 
or both. The judgment of Kwaeng Court exceeding six months imprisonment or determine 
a fine exceeding 10,000 Baht or both, however, cannot be rendered by a single judge. 
When such punishment is considered appropriated by the court, this instance deems 
as an unavoidable necessity and therefore needs a chief judge of that Kwaeng Court or 
a representative to examine the case and sign on the verdict as one of the quorum. 

4. Specialized Courts consist of Central Labor Court, the Labor Courts Region I - IX, 
the Central Intellectual Property and International Trade Court, the Central Bankruptcy 
Court, the Central Tax Court, the Central Juvenile and Family Court, and the provincial 
Juvenile and Family Courts across the country. 

The specialized courts are the Courts of First Instance which have specific 
procedures as prescribed in the Establishment of the Court and the Court Procedure Act 
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relevant for each specialized court, and such procedures thus 
differ from the procedures of the general courts. Apart from the 
judges who possess particular competent and expert knowledge 
in specific matters, laymen who also possess such competent 
and knowledge are able to be appointed as lay judges to jointly 
take part in adjudicating cases. Such particular quorum of 
judges are in Juvenile and Family Courts, the Labor Courts 
and the Central Intellectual Property and International Trade 
Court. 

Nowadays, under the new Act on the Establishment 
of the Court of Appeal for Specialized Cases, the continual 
on adjudication by specialized judges do not end in the 
Court of First Instance, as parties can lodge an appeal to the 
Court of Appeal for Specialized Cases. For a submission of 
petitions, it is legislated to process in accordance with the 
Civil Procedure Code or the Criminal Procedure Code. 

5. The Regional Criminal Courts for Corruption 
and Misconduct Cases are established according to the 
Act on the Establishment of Regional Criminal Courts for 
Corruption and Misconduct Case B.E. 2559 (2016) to handle 
cases related to corruption, involving government officials and 
state employees. The adjudication is undertaken according 
to the Act Concerning Offences Relating to the Submission 
of Bids to Government Agencies, the Unofficial Translation 
Private Investments in State Undertakings Act or other Acts 
enacted to prevent corruption and misconduct behaviors. 






This comprises criminal cases adjudicated to penalize offenders who demands, accepts 
or agrees to accept money or property or any other benefits to government agencies 
in order to perform an act. This includes who gives, requests to give, or undertakes to 
give money or property or any other benefits by the use of force to commit any act 
of violence against or threaten by any means to government agencies to proceed, not 
proceed, or delay any action according to the Criminal Procedure Code or other laws. 
As well, the Courts consider cases that give punishment to any official of a government 
agency who has a power or duty to grant approval of, give consideration to, or do any 
act relating to corruption and malfeasance. 

The Courts of Appeal handle an appeal against a judgment or order of the other 
Courts of First Instance in accordance to the law on Appeal, and other orders such as 
a bail application in criminal cases, a stay of execution in civil cases. The consideration 
of the Courts of Appeal is only a review of judgment adjudicated by the Courts of 
First Instance, not a retrial of cases. 

Additionally, the Courts of Appeal have power to try and adjudicate cases on 
elections and revocation of election rights. On an election of local council and local 
administrators, a quorum of the Court of Appeal consists of at least three judges. 

Meanwhile, the “Court of Appeal for Specialized Cases” has power to try 
and adjudicate cases which are appealed on judgments or orders of the Specialized 
Courts. The Court of Appeal for Specialized Cases consists of specialized divisions, 
namely, the Intellectual Property and International Trade Division which has power to 
adjudicate cases which are appealed on judgments or orders rendered by the Central 
Intellectual Property and International Trade Court, the Tax Division which has power 
to adjudicate cases which are appealed on judgments or orders rendered by the Tax 
Court, the Labor Division which has power to adjudicate cases which are appealed 
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on judgments or orders rendered by the Labor Court, the Bankruptcy Division which 
has power to adjudicate cases which are appealed on judgments or orders rendered 
by the Bankruptcy Court, and the Juvenile and Family Division which has power to 
adjudicate cases which are appealed on judgments or orders rendered by the Juvenile 
and Family Court. 

In terms of operations, the Court of Appeal, the Regional Courts of Appeal 
and the Court of Appeal for Specialized Cases have a group of research judges and 
justices help the judges and justices in each court in examining all relevant factual 
and legal issues as well as conducting relevant legal researches to maximize efficiency 
in adjudication. 

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the judiciary, and there is only one 
Supreme Court situated in Bangkok. The President of the Supreme Court, also the head 
of the Courts of Justice, is the highest-ranked administrator who has judicial power 
across the whole kingdom. The Supreme Court has power to try and adjudicate cases 
which are appealed on judgments or orders rendered by the Courts of First Instance, 
the Court of Appeal, the Regional Courts of Appeal in accordance with the law. The 
Supreme Court has power to try and adjudicate cases that the Constitution or the law 
declares to be directly proposed to the Supreme Court (the Court Organization Act, 
Section 23). Order and Judgments of the Supreme Court are final such as criminal 
cases of persons holding politician positions or election cases enacted in the Organic 
Act on the Election of Members of the House of Representatives, B.E. 2561 (2018). 




The Supreme Court 


The ordinary quorum in the Supreme Court consists of at least three justices 
of the Supreme Court. However, in special cases where there are important issues, 
whether factual and legal issues, and the President of the Supreme Court deems it 
appropriate to bring the case to be adjudicated by the plenary session of the Supreme 
Court, the President of the Supreme Court therefore has authority to bring such 
cases to be adjudicated by the plenary session of the Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court also has a Research Justice Division having powers and duties similar to those 
in the Court of Appeal, the Regional Courts of Appeal, and the Court of Appeal for 
Specialized Cases. 

To strengthen the effectiveness of solving legal issues in the kingdom, the Supreme 
Court has established the Criminal Division for Persons Holding Political Positions to 
try and adjudicate cases where the Prime Minister, a minister, a member of the House 
of Representatives, a senator or a political official, is accused of becoming unusually 
wealthy, committing malfeasance in offices, performing duties dishonestly, or being 
corrupted according to the Organic Act on Counter Corruption B.E. 2560 (2017). 
The trial and adjudication of such case has a quorum consisting of nine justices of the 
Supreme Court who hold position of not lower than justices of the Supreme Court or 
senior justices of the Supreme Court, and are elected by a plenary session of the Supreme 
Court justices on a case basis. The trial proceedings are similar to those of the Courts 
of First Instance, but different from general cases. As the adjudication is based on an 
inquisitorial system, the Supreme Court has power to make inquiries to find facts or 
request more evidences as deemed appropriate according to the procedures enacted in 
the Organic Act on Criminal Procedure for Persons Holding Political Positions B.E. 
2560 (2017). The judgment is final unless found new evidence, in this instance, the 
case can be appealed to the plenary session of the Supreme Court. 

With a system as such, the judicial and legal system of Thailand has been truly 
sacred, accepted and retained for public and social justice. 

The Supreme Court situates at 6 Thanon Ratchadamnoen Nai, Khwaeng Phra 
Borommaharatchawang, Khet Phra Nakhon, Bangkok. The new building of the 
Supreme Court has begun operating since January 9, 2019 (B.E. 2562). 
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Judges work in the judiciary and have power and responsibility to try and adjudicate 
disputes under the system of the Court of Justice. At present, judges are divided into 
four types, namely, career judge, senior judge, lay judge and Kadi (Datoh Yutithum). 

Career Judge 

A career judge needs to hold certain qualifications such as being of Thai nationality 
since birth, at least 25 years of age, being a Thai barrister at law, and having not less 
than two years working experiences in legal professions. A candidate must pass a 
writing or comprehensive examination and an oral examination given by the Judicial 
Commission. Once the candidates are recruited, they have to be trained as judge- 
trainees for at least one year. Those candidates who complete the prescribed training 
will be approved by the Judicial Commission and tendered to His Majesty the King 
for Royal Appointment to be a junior judge for the minimum of three years and will 
consequently be appointed to be a judge of the Courts of First Instance. Before taking 
office, all judges must take a solemn declaration before His Majesty the King. 

Under the Law, a judge may be vacated from the office by the following reasons: 
death; resignation; vacating from the office under the law on government pension 
fund; being transferred to serve in a position of a government official which is not 
judicial position; resignation for being in military service; being ordered by law to 
resign; being expelled, dismissed, or removed by law from the office; or being removed 
from the office by a resolution of the Senate. 



Senior Judge 

According to the Act on Rules for Appointing and Holding Senior Judge Position 
Act, B.E. 2542 (1999), judges who may be senior judge must be at least 60 years 
of age and have performed the judicial service for at least 20 years. They must also 
pass the assessment of fitness performance approved by the Judicial Commission and 
royally appointed by His Majesty the King to remain their senior judge status until 
they reach 70 years of age. 



A senior judge cannot be appointed to hold any administrative position; namely, 
a Chief Justice, or even to perform duties in place of such person. Furthermore, a 
senior judge is not allowed from being elected to be a Judicial Commissioner or a 
Judicial Administrative Commissioner, but has the rights to vote in the election of 
such commissioner. 

Lay Judge 

A Lay judge is a layman recruited specially to perform duties with judges in 
Specialized Courts, namely, the Juvenile and Family Courts, the Labor Court or 
the Central Intellectual Property and International Trade Court. The aim is to have 
experienced persons or experts in a relevant field who can work together with a career 
judge in trial and adjudicating cases. 

Unlike a career judge, becoming a lay judge is not a permanent position. The 
term of holding the office is mainly prescribed in the act establishing the particular 
Specialized Courts. 




































Kadi (Datoh Yutithum) 

According to the Act on the Application of Islamic Law in the Territorial Jurisdictions 
of Pattani, Narathiwat, Yala and Satun Provinces B.E. 2489 (1946), Datoh Yutithum or 
Kadi is a judiciary who has power and responsibility to try and adjudicate legal issues on 
Islamic law in the Court of Justice. The Islamic Law on Family and Succession except 
the provisions on prescription in respect of succession shall apply instead of the Civil 
and Commercial Code in adjudicating civil cases concerning family and succession 
of Muslims. In such cases in the Courts of First Instance in Pattani, Narathiwat, Yala 
and Satun Province, that plaintiff, defendant or participant in non-contentious case 
are Islamic, career judges and a Kadi who is an expert in Islam will sit on the bench 
together to adjudicate the case to comply with the principle of Islam. The judgment 
of Kadi is final, no further appeal in any form. 

A Kadi must not be less than 30 years of age, know Thai language at the prescribed 
level and have knowledge on Islam and Islamic laws. Regarding the appointment, the 
Secretary of the Judicial Commission shall propose nominated name to Sub-Committee 
of the Judicial Commission for approval before proposing the selected Kadi to 
His Majesty the King for his appointment. 
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Administrative 
Organization of the 
Court of Justice 


To operate court proceedings effectively, the Court of Justice establishes three key 
organizations that have power and duty to manage their works orderly and systematically: 
Office of the Judicial Commission (JC), Office of the Judicial Administration 
Commission (JAC) and Office of the Commission for Judicial Service (JS). 

1. The Judicial Commission (JC) is a committee that has roles and missions 
on planning judicial workforces, managing human resources of judges and justices, 
determining qualifications of specific positions, recruiting qualified staff, appointing 
personnel, developing human resource, supervising judges and justices to uphold ethical 
conduct and giving measurement on keeping code of conduct with moral systems. 

Such systems provide assurance and trust to judges that they can perform duties 
based on their responsibility independently. The JC Committee comprises, namely, 
President of the Supreme Court as Chairman, together with six qualified members 
from the Supreme Court, four from the Courts of Appeal, two from the Courts of 
First Instance, including two qualified members elected by judges across the country 
who have been or not have been judges and justices. All JC Commissioners have a 
two-year term of office. 

2. The Judicial Administration Commission (JAC) is an administrative 
committee that has role and duty on determining the structure of the Court of Justice, 
divide divisions in the organization, issue regulations of public administration and 
approve proposals of laws on public management proposed by Secretary of the Court 
of Justice, yearly budget plans, including budget and procurement management. JAC 
also has autonomy in administration of the Court of Justice according to laws and 
principles, authority to inhibit unlawful public administration, approval of establishing, 
repealing or changing court jurisdiction, and determination of a number of judges in 
each court suitable for public requirements. The JAC is chaired by President of the 



Supreme Court, Commissioners elected from four judges in each level of the Court of 
Justice and at least two and no more than four external experts on budget, organizational 
development or management elected from the Chairman of the JAC and the JAC of 
the court. The appointed Commissioners have a two-year term of office. 

3. The Commission for Judicial Service (JS) is a committee that has role 
and duty related to judges and justices in terms of determining jobs appropriate to 
operational necessities, setting up standards for positions determination, planning human 
workforce, recruiting staff and making rules for positions accession. This includes staff 
selection, rights, salary, personnel development, personal discipline, leaves, welfare, 
etc. The JS Commission comprises President of the Court of Appeal as Chairman, 
the most senior Vice-President of the Supreme Court, OCSC Secretary-General 
and Secretary-General of the Office of the Judiciary, together with Commissioners 
appointed by the Judicial Commission from judges in all levels. The committee is 
also added with five Commissioners elected from judges and justices in General 
Positions at Senior Level, Knowledge Worker Positions at Senior Professional Level, 
and Managerial or Executive Positions, elected by General Positions at Experienced 
Level, Knowledge Worker Positions at Professional Level, Managerial Positions at 
Primary Level and Executive Positions at Primary Level, plus three internal experts 
on organizational development, personnel management or management, elected by 
the JS. The appointed Commission has a two-year term of office. 
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According to Section 5 in the Act on Judicial Administration of the Court of 
Justice B.E. 2543 (2000), the Office of the Judiciary is established as an independent 
official organization having a status of a juristic person, headed by Secretary-General 
of the Court of Justice who will report directly to the President of the Supreme Court. 
Consequently, the Court of Justice has been therefore detached from Ministry of 
Justice since the Act was enacted on August 20, 2000. 

In order to make the Court of Justice administer independently and honorably 
according to the Act on Judicial Administration of the Courts of Justice B.E. 2543 
(2000), the appointment of the Secretary-General of the Office of the Judiciary 
must be proposed by the President of the Supreme Court and sent to the Judicial 
Commission for approval. Once such nomination is approved, the President of the 
Supreme Court shall be empowered to instate and proceed to the King for the Royal 
Command of Appointment. The Secretary-General of the Office of the Judiciary shall 
be appointed from a person who has been transferred from a judge or who used to be 
a judge. Furthermore, according to Section 23 in the Act, such judge shall be vacated 
from the judicial office after the Royal Command of Appointment. This explicitly 
presents an important intention to reorganize the Court of Justice for the sake of 
their independence so that they can “check” and “balance” legislative and executive 
powers appropriately. 

Moreover, according to the Act, the President of the Supreme Court is considered 
as key “mechanism” that effectively drives the administration of the Court of Justice, 
holding similar power and duty as Minister of Justice does. Eikewise, the Secretary- 
General of the Office of the Judiciary shall mean the Permanent Secretary Ministry 
of Justice. 

According to such regulations, the President of the Supreme Court needs to 
adjust his role to be harmonized with laws, cooperate and gather more collaborations 
from staff in order to make the administration provide people with benefits for the 
most part. 














Court of Justice 


Power and Duty 

To operate the Court of Justice’s tasks effectively, the Office of the Judiciary of 
which power and duty dealing with general services takes responsibility for annual 
budgeting, financial management, supply management, personnel management, 
building administration, technical affairs and judicial affairs conveniently, systematically 
and excellently for real justice. 

Role and Mission 

As the Office of the Judiciary is an organization that plays a significant role in 
supporting the Court of Justice’s judicial affairs, it is viewed as the main institute that 
sustains justice in society. The Office of the Judiciary therefore holds an important 
mission to keep the organization the most effective in terms of implementation of 
policies on personnel, budget and plan in accordance with Good Governance systems. 
This includes secretariat operations of the Office of the Judicial Commission (JC), 
the Office of the Judicial Administration Commission (JAC) and the Office of the 
Commission for Judicial Service (JS). Other responsibilities are: manpower recruitment 
of judges, justices and administrative officers; systematic and continuous enhancement 
of capacities and skills; research support to reinforce legal development and make 
working systems of the Court of Justice effective; monitoring and evaluation of 
operations; determination of index and unit cost; and cooperation with other offices 
in court proceedings to protect human rights. 

Organizations of the Office of the Judiciary 

As the Office of the Judiciary is considered as the key “gear” that drives operations 
in judicial systems for benefits of people and the nation, its internal services are divided 
into different offices to meet the policy and operate works systematically, promptly 
and flexibly as follows: 



1) Office of the President of the Supreme Court 

2) Office of the Judicial Administration Commission 

3) Office of the Judicial Commission 

4) Office of the Commission for Judicial Service 

5) Judicial Training Institute 

6) Rabi Bhadanasak Research and Development Institute 

7) Office of Judicial and Legal Affairs 

8) Office of Finance 

9) Office of Personnel 

10) Office of International Affairs 

11) Office of Litigation Affairs 

12) Office of Internal Audit 

13) Office of Information Technology 

14) Office of Central Administration 

15) Office of Design and Construction Management 

16) Office of Property Management 

17) Office of Planning and Budget 

18) Office of Judicial Affairs 

19) Office of Arbitration (Thai Arbitration Institute) 

20) Information and Public Relations Division 

21) Academic Resources Center 

22) Office of the Secretariat of Committee on Jurisdiction of Courts 

23) Welfare Division 

24) Security Center 

25) Office of Medical Service 

26) Administrative Offices of the Court of Justice (Region I - IX), according to 
the Judicial Administration Commissions announcement and the President 
of the Supreme Court’s approval 

27) Administrative Office of the Supreme Court 

28) Administrative Office of the Court of Appeal 
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29) Administrative Office of the Courts of Appeal, Region I - IX 

30) Administrative Office of the Civil Court, Administrative Office of the 
Thon Buri Civil Court and Administrative Office of the Bangkok South 
Civil Court 

31) Administrative Office of the Criminal Court, Administrative Office of the 
Thon Buri Criminal Court and Administrative Office of the Bangkok South 
Criminal Court 

32) Administrative Office of the Central Bankruptcy Court 

33) Administrative Office of the Central Intellectual Property and International 
Trade Court 

34) Administrative Office of the Central Labor Court 

35) Office of the Labor Court, Region I - IX 

36) Administrative Office of the Central Tax Court 

37) Administrative Office of the Central Juvenile and Family Court 

38) Administrative Office of the Juvenile and Family Court and Juvenile and 
Family Division in the Administrative Office of the Provincial, according to 
the Judicial Administration Commissions announcement and the President of 
the Supreme Courts approval 

39) Administrative Office of the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and 
Misconduct Cases 

40) Administrative Office of the Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct 
Cases, Region I - IX 

41) Administrative Office of the Provincial Court and Administrative Office of 
the Kwaeng Court, according to the Judicial Administration Commissions 
announcement and the President of the Supreme Court’s approval 

42) Administrative Office of the Provincial Court and Administrative Office 
of the Kwaeng Court, according to Office of the Judicial Administration 
Commission’s announcement and the President of the Supreme Court’s 
approval 






















Welcome People and Public Relations 
Skills Project 

A key duty of the Office of the Judiciary is to provide people and society with 
services and benefits in accordance with the State Administration Act, B.E. 2545 
(2002), Section 3/1 enacting that the administration shall be based on Citizen Center. 
The duty is also complied with the Royal Decree on Criteria and Procedures for Good 
Governance, B.E. 2546 (2003), Section 37, Section 38 and Section 39 legislating 
that the administration shall serve people’s needs and give them happiness according 
to the National Economic and Social Development Plan. For the “vision,” “the 
Court of Justice is an organization that provides justice for the society’s peace, 
righteousness and equality by holding Rule of Law.” For the “mission,” the Office 
of the Judiciary focuses on giving justice to establish equality and fairness in society 
with prompt, convenient, modern and international procedures. Additionally, the 
Office of the Judiciary is expected to not only contribute judicial collaborations and 
legal proceedings, nationally and internationally, but also keep faith and trust to offer 
judicial services to maintain sustainable peace and stability in Thai society. 

Accordingly, the Office of the Judiciary has created Welcome People and Public 
Relations Skills Project with the main aim to provide staff with knowledge of systems 
operated in the Court of Justice. Other objectives are: to train staff to give proper 
suggestions and correct information to parties or people who have a contact with 
judicial offices; to establish satisfaction among people; to effectively create professional 
reception staff through communicative techniques; to make a good image for the 
organization; and build up service mind by considering benefits of people and society 
as priority. 

Hence, the reinforcement of welcome people and public relations skills is regarded 
as a key of judicial services that tremendously distributes advantages to people and 
society. 
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Information 
Technology 
Development 
to Digital Court 


The Court of Justice applies technology and communication for several works, 
namely, case proceedings, services for people and supporting official jobs. The fast 
and abrupt change, especially in IT, has given an impact on human life, including the 
nation’s development of economy, society, politics, including the Court of Justice. 

To be prepared for the change, the Court of Justice and the Office of the Judiciary 
have transformed the Court of Justice into Digital Court in order to fasten court 
proceedings, save budget, have the same standard across the country in accordance 
with Thai Government’s policy that focuses on the nation’s development and the 
change from substantial to digital government. 

The transformation into a standard Digital Court is planned to be accomplished 
in 2020 with strategies that focus on safety, transparency, quickness, correctness and 
preciseness. The expected outcome shall be an effective and sustainable integration of 
internal and external information. These IT systems can be described as follows: 

1. System for Submission and Delivery of Pleading Statements and Documents 
(e-Filing) helps facilitate people’s life. The Court of Justice has launched this e-service 
to allow a submission of pleading through a sending and receiving electronic system 
via an electronic programme. Several services are offered to parties in terms of 
submitting and delivering pleading statements and documents through e-Filing system. 
The parties can submit their judicial documents, receive or send case information via 
IT media without traveling to the Courts. This makes case management and court 
services proceed conveniently and promptly with lower expenses. 

2. System for Case Information Online Service (CIOS) is a system that the 
Court of Justice uses for providing people with convenience to search and track the 
status of cases via the Internet for 24 hours. This service elevates an infrastructure 
of providing services to people through the Court of Justice’s electronic system that 







considers data storage security, information exchange, level of classified information, 
including data access. Parties can search and track cases via CIOS from their computers 
and smartphones. 

3. Search System for Jurisdiction is created to increase flexibility in searching 
for jurisdiction. The Court of Justice offers people this electronic programme in finding 
courts’ names and locations in different areas by typing provinces and districts to check 
which court has jurisdiction over their matters. The system has been developed to 
provide all parties with convenience. 


Information Technology Development to Digital Court 
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4. E-Notice System for Submission of Documents and Inquiry Announcements 

is set up for the Court of Justice when having an announcement and a variety of 
inquiries such as a request to appoint an administrator of the estate, an application 
for registration of legitimation of child instead of an announcement on newspapers. 
The system can be used to publicize pleading and other documents in case that they 
cannot be sent by officers or any other way round. Parties, lawyers and those involved 
can request the Courts to announce court appointment or publicize certain documents 
via e-notice system without any charge. Any person involved, including the public, 
can follow the courts’ announcements via the website https://enotice.coj.go.th. This 
method is more convenient, faster and more effective than advertising them on 
newspapers as the ordinary method that the Courts have been doing. E-notice also 
has a security system by imprinting a time stamp on announced papers as evidence 
of publication. Furthermore, the technology considers the protection of parties’ right 
to privacy by automatically deleting data from the main website with notifications 
when advertisements or announcements have been online more than six months, 
unless the Court rules otherwise. 

5. Trial via Electronic Media (Video Conferencing) is another way of applying 
IT for providing people with convenience of court proceedings by installing effective 
networking systems to support the Court of Justice’s case adjudication across the 
country. The system is used for taking evidence in distance from witnesses in different 
areas, requesting a remand of courts and prisons, reading judgments/orders/petitions/ 
mediation, all of which aim to reinforce judicial systems. The VC system is also 
applied to complete high courts’ missions to read judgments or orders that serve 
taking evidence from witnesses outside the court. As well, the technology is utilized 
in case of using an interpreter outside the court during a trial, supporting case 
postponement or accused detention, including other uses of video conferences. 




6. Web Service System with External Organization Project (Web Service) 

is a service created to link information on cases to that of other external organizations. 
The aim is to connect the Court of Justice’s case information with other justice related 
organizations or any organization involved to check and access data according to each 
office’s power and duty. The system helps court operations proceed effectively with 
standard such as a linkage system on arrest warrant enforcement, a linkage system that 
connects IT information via electronic methods with Department of Probation. This 
includes a system that joins database on arrest warrant issues and arrest results among 
courts with Royal Thai Police and Department of Special Investigation (DSI) that 
record information on arrest warrant requests and report arrest results. All information 
is provided in Web Service, the main computer connected among offices that have 
power to request for the warrant. The system makes operations more convenient and 
faster during court procedures with real-time database on arrest warrant. 


Information Technology Development to Digital Court 


















Court of Justice 


Court of Justice 

and Development 

for International Change 


Court Marshal 

A smooth and effective operation of the courts requires a robust court security 
system and an effective fugitive-recovery mechanism. For many decades, the Thai Office 
of the Judiciary has proposed, unsuccessfully, to the government to establish a special 
unit within the judiciary, the so-called ‘court marshal,’ tasked with the responsibility 
to provide security to courts and judicial officers and vested with the power to arrest 
fugitives. Eventually, the 2019 Court Marshal Act entered into force on July 16, 2019 
and the first batch of 35 court marshals has commenced its operation since August 6, 
2019. Their responsibilities are to provide security to courts and judicial officers, 
prevent and suppress any wrongdoings within the premises of the courts and track 
suspects and accused who jump bail. 

ASEAN Cooperation Center 

The Court of Justice has established “ASEAN Cooperation Center” located on 
12 th Floor, Office of International Affairs, Criminal Court Building, Ratchadaphisek 
Road, Bangkok, to provide knowledge of ASEAN. It is supposed to be a center of 
news and information about ASEAN Community gathered from academic articles, 
data on websites and various kinds of media. 

The ASEAN Cooperation Center also gives trainings for internal offices of the 
Court of Justice to acquire knowledge of ASEAN in all dimensions, organizes exchange 
programmes forjudges and justices and makes international collaborations on justice 
with member countries. 




E-Justice Conference Center: EJCC 

By considering people and society benefits for the most part, the Office of the 
Judiciary has established E-Justice Conference Center: EJCC as an alternative way of 
promoting witness testimony without having parties present in the courtroom. The system 
provides convenience to witnesses, experts and interpreters to testify/interpret before 
the court, including parties in a situation that does not allow normal communication 
in the courtroom. This helps court proceedings process fast and inexpensive. The 
system also protects minors and key witnesses from directly confronting the other 
party in the courtroom, following public policy in accessing justice effectively and 
giving justice all the way through. 

Standby Court Interpreter 

A participation in developing economy in accordance with the AS KAN Economic 
Community Blueprint makes ASEAN people’ connections expanded. A clear evidence 
is judicial operations between Thailand and other ASEAN countries that become 
more important than ever. As such, having interpreters is necessary for foreign parties, 
plaintiffs and witnesses who extremely depend on court proceeding from the Court 
of Justice. 

To support interpretation jobs in the Judiciary Office, the Court of Justice has 
therefore made Standby Court Interpreter Project. People who join the project are 
considered as the Courts’ freelance interpreters working as volunteers with public 
mind by viewing the protection of people’s right and liberty as priority. The project is 
part of maximizing effectiveness in Thai court proceedings and making it recognized 
worldwide. 
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Court of Justice and Development for International Change 


































Benefits that People Receive 
from the Court of Justice’s 



As the Court of Justice’s power and duty are independent from Ministry of 
Justice, this clearly gives benefits to people and society in justice system. Such 


independence is regarded as assurance that helps civilians get justice during court 


procedures when they have disputes with the Executive; people shall be facilitated 


and served as the Court of Justice is independent in terms of administering budget, 
operating activities for organizational development and easily solving problems and 
obstacles. 

In the meantime, by having external experts taking part in operating works as 
commissioners, considering working plans or reviewing management, this has gradually 
built up trust among people in transparent administration of the Court of Justice. 

Most importantly, as the Court of Justice works independently without any 
intervention from the Executive or others, the situation establishes trust in court 
proceedings among foreign investors and businesspersons who face legal problems 
or have disputes related to investment in Thailand. The independence as such makes 
countries around the world certain that Thailand has stable judiciary. 
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